Friends of Nockamixon State Park
Meeting Minutes
August 13, 2025

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 pm.

Board Members: Present Absent
Dawn Kline, Chair X

Beth Snyder, Treasurer X

Pat Rago, Secretary X

Carey Friel X

Obie Derr (non-voting member) X

Approval of 7/9/25 meeting minutes- Motion by Dawn Kline
1. Carey Friel
2. Pat Rago
All- yes

Next Meeting Date-
Wednesday September 10, 2025, 6:30 pm- Environmental Education Center

Treasurer’s Report (including dues and donations receipts)- Beth Snyder
The report was not provided.

Membership Comments-

Joan Juretus presented information on grants available for solar fields (Growing Greener Grants Plus). She
had recently read an article about Tyler State Park receiving a large grant for installation. Our park’s solar
field is now operational.

Park Management Comments-

The park office has been re-roofed. A candidate for new ranger trainee has been offered the position. A
request was made to provide ASL interpretation for an upcoming program. Additional information on the
cost/requirements of this service will be obtained.

Standing Agenda Items-
Wildlife Project Updates- Carey Friel

The official counts for the maternity roosts have been completed and submitted for this year.

All 13 boxes were checked by a new volunteer. The highest count for the maternity roost (little brown) was
100. This roost will continue to be monitored through October due to the addition of a new bat box.

The highest count for the maternity roost (big brown) was 59.

Butterfly Garden- Joan Juretus & Susan Deaterly

There are a lot of bumblebees but few butterflies. There are approximately 35 different plants in the garden
now, after the edition of 10 different varieties. The group is working on modifying some management
practices, such as pruning some plants earlier in the season. There is a program scheduled for Saturday
August 23, which will include a presentation, tour of the garden, activities for all ages, and plant/seed
exchange.

Trail Maintenance Update- Joe Juretus/Ron Murray/Bill Shelly/Cindy Woodall
All of the large equipment is currently running. The group will be focusing on mowing and sickling the

south side for the next few weeks.

New Volunteer Update- Dawn Kline
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Four new volunteers have been approved in the database since the last meeting.

Bluebird Monitoring- Jan Hardner

The group has experienced some turnover of monitors so two new monitors were onboarded. Almost all
have fledged now. They will be transitioning into their fall/winter maintenance (clean/repair/replace).
Additional boxes are planned to be added for next year (12 boxes already available). There is an annual
state meeting coming up on September 20 that members may attend.

Old Business-
Website- No additional comments were received. The website looks great!

Tribute for Clayton Fox- The possibility of renaming a trail or portion of a trail was revisited. Park
management is on board with renaming a trail in Clayton’s honor. It was agreed that the paved bike trail
could be named Fox Trail. The official park maps is not scheduled to be updated until 2026, Rachel will
check about the signage policy. The online map could be updated sooner to designate the trail name. No
updates at this time.

Note: there is a Fox Run trail by the Disc Golf area

Tractor/Sickle Replacement- Joe Juretus presented information on a used Kubota tractor that was located
by Al Gillen. A deposit has been provided to Pipersville Garden Center to hold the tractor. The tractor has
low hours despite its age. The equipment has been assessed and deemed to be an acceptable replacement
for the current tractor and sickle. The tractor is not currently equipped with a sickle, but the
recommendation is to purchase and install a Samurai sickle on the bucket. The cost of the tractor, full PM
(preventative maintenance) and hook up for the Samurai is $14,761. The cost of the Samurai is $2500.
Approximately $10,400 has been donated to date, The amount that would need to be raised is $4893. Based
on a preliminary review of the Friends account, it is not known if additional money would be available
from the General fund. Joe Juretus and Dawn Kline will meet to draft an email to be sent out to
membership and flyer to be posted throughout the park. They will also reach back to PPFF to finalize the
donation page with updated photos and information. Cindy Woodall proposed that the formation of a
fundraising committee could help to focus fundraising efforts for this equipment purchase.

New Business-
Code of Conduct acknowledgement- The PPFF Board has recently approved a Code of Conduct policy
that is required to be reviewed and signed by each Friends board member.

2025 Grant Applications:

Research- Tractor/Sickle replacement

REMINDER: Please ensure that your volunteer hours are entered into the DCNR volunteer database, on a
monthly basis. Also, please input one entry per month, per project, for that given month, to streamline the
reporting process.

Scheduled Events and Projects:

Butterfly Garden- Saturday August 23

International Bat Night- Saturday August 30

Volunteer Appreciation Event- Saturday September 13, 11 am; location: pavilion 5
Adopt-a-Highway Event- Saturday October 11, 8:30 am

Adjournment: Motion by Dawn Kline

1- Pat Rago
2- Carey Friel
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All-yes
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